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1. My Notebook Application Installation and Setup 
 

1.1 Welcome! 
 
My Notebook is a Java application that helps you keep quick notes organized in tabs within electronic 
notebooks.  The My Notebook application can be run on almost any computer because it uses Java.  This 
application will work on Microsoft Windows, Linux, Mac OS, really any computer that can run Java.  The 
My Notebook application will help you keep small notes of important data.  Maybe a password file or a 
set of contacts or your grocery list!  The application allows you to encode your notes if you would like so 
that certain notes are kept private.  Install My Notebook on a USB drive and take it where you go.   
 
There is one requirement to be able to run the My Notebook application and that is Java must be 
installed on your computer.  Odds are that Java is installed on your computer because so many 
applications use Java.  But that’s not always the case.  Here’s a link that will provide some help on 
installing Java if needed; https://www.java.com/en/download/help/download_options.xml . 

1.2 Download and Extract the My Notebook Distribution 
 
To start using the My Notebook application you must first download the My Notebook distribution ZIP 
file and extract the contents to a directory on your computer.  To do this, navigate to the My Notebook 
project webpage at http://www.charlesweddle.com/s-mnb/ .  Select the “My Notebook Distribution” 
link on this webpage and save the ZIP file to your computer. 
 
Next extract the contents of the saved ZIP file to a directory on your computer’s file system.  For 
example, from Microsoft Windows File Explorer, find the saved ZIP file, right click on the ZIP file name 
and select “Extract All”. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.java.com/en/download/help/download_options.xml
http://www.charlesweddle.com/s-mnb/
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1.3 Starting the My Notebook Application 
 
Now that you have the My Notebook application saved to your computer, it’s time to start the 
application.  Go to the directory where the contents of the ZIP were extracted.  Locate the file with the 
“jar” extension, My Notebook.jar.  From Windows File Explorer, right click on the My Notebook.jar file 
and select Open and the application should start.  -OR- Double click on the My Notebook.jar file and the 
application should start.   
 
The application can also be started from the command line.  Open a command console, navigate to the 
directory that contains the My Notebook.jar file and start the application with this command; “java -jar 
My Notebook.jar”.    
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2. Using the My Notebook application for the first time 
 

1.4 Main My Notebook Window 
 
When the My Notebook application starts, you are presented with the main application window.  The 
My Notebook application main window displays messages, the action buttons, the notebook tabs, and 
the notes contained in each tab.  The messages will display events that occur while using the 
application.  The action buttons allow you to logon, create and open existing notebooks, create tabs 
within notebooks, and add and edit notes within the tabs of a notebook. 
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1.5 Log into My Notebook 
 
When starting the application for the first time, there is only one active user, the admin user.  You will 
have to logon as admin and then create a new admin user.  By creating a new admin user, the startup 
admin user will be disabled. 
 
Select the Log On button and the logon window will be displayed.  Enter “admin” for the User Name and 
“password” for the Password.  Select the Logon Button. 
 

 
  



My Notebook Instructions Page 6 
 

1.6 Create Your User Account 
 
One of the first things you will want to do is create a new admin user account.  To do this, select the 
Administration button and the administration window will be displayed.  The administration window 
allows you to create and delete users if you are an admin.  All users can change their passwords from 
the administration window.  To create a new admin user, enter in a user name, password and select the 
Admin checkbox.  Then select the Create User button and you’re done.  Logout and log back into the My 
Notebook application using your new admin user account. 
 
If the need ever arises that you need to delete a user account that can be done from the administration 
panel.  Log into the application as an admin user and from the administration window, enter in the 
user’s name and select the Delete User button.  That user will be deleted from this instance of the My 
Notebook application. 
 
As an admin, to change your user password, enter your user name and enter the new password into the 
new password box and select change password.  As a non-admin user, to change your user password, 
simply enter the new password into the new password box and select change password.  The user name 
box will already have the user name for non-admin users. 
 
CAUTION; when creating new users, make sure to check or uncheck the Admin checkbox!  Don’t 
accidentally create admin users. 
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1.7 Create Your First Notebook 
 
Create a new notebook by selecting the Create Notebook button and the Open window will be 
displayed.  You have to be logged into the My Notebook application to be able to create notebooks.  The 
user account is tied to the notebook.  Only the user that created the notebook can open that notebook.   
 

 
 
The open notebook window will start in your documents directory in Microsoft Windows.  Your 
document directory is a great place to create your notebooks.  All you need to do is type in a name for 
your notebook and select the Open button. 
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The main application window will display a message that the notebook has been created and the name 
of the notebook will appear in the Notebook box.  Also, the Add Tab and Delete Tab buttons will be 
enabled.   
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1.8 Adding Tabs to a Notebook 
 
Tabs allow you to group similar notes together in a notebook.  Create a tab by selecting the Add Tab 
button, this will display the add tab window.  Enter in a Tab name and select Ok to add the Tab. 
The new tab will be shown in the main application window.  Add as many tabs as you like.  To delete a 
tab, select the tab and select the Delete Tab button.  This will delete all of the notes in the tab as well. 
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1.9 Adding Notes to a Notebook 
 
To add a note in the tab, select the Add Note button, this will display the Add Note dialog box.  Enter in 
the name of the note and type your note in the Entry box.  Check the Encode checkbox if you want this 
note to be encoded when saved to your computer.  The date will automatically be added to the Date 
box but it is editable if you want to change it.  The author and tab boxes will contain the user account 
name and the tab name automatically and these cannot be changed. 
 
CAUTION; the encoding used when saving encoded notes to your computer is not a strong encoding 
algorithm.  The encoding is only meant to keep the note unreadable by the human eye.  It is not meant 
as a strong security measure for your notes. 
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Now that you have added a tab and a note, your main application window should now show the new 
tab and note. 
 

 
 
To close your notebook simply select the Close Notebook button and the notebook will be closed.  It is 
important to properly close your notebook using the Close Notebook button so any changes to your 
notebook can be saved.  Although, new notes and changes to existing notes are saved as soon as you 
add or save the note. 
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3. My Notebook and Beyond 

1.10 Opening an Existing Notebook 
 
To open an existing notebook, select the Open Notebook button in the main My Notebook window, this 
will display the open window.  Locate the directory that was created for your notebook.  In Microsoft 
Windows, the open window will start in your documents directory.   
 

 
 
Go into the notebook directory and select the My Notebook file and select the Open button.  This will 
open your notebook into the main My Notebook window.  
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1.11 Viewing and Editing Notes 
 
Now that you have a notebook with notes, you want to view and edit the notes.  To view a note in a 
notebook, open the notebook and select the note name in the list of note in the tab.  This will display 
the view/edit note window.  You can select and view as many notes as you want to, each note will open 
in its own note window.  When you close the notebook, all the open note windows will be closed. 
 
When viewing the note, the fields of the note are not editable.  Select the Edit Note button and the 
fields will become editable and you will be able to save the note by selecting the Save Note button. 
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1.12 The Saved Notes 
 
One of the features of the My Notebook application is that once a note is created you can view and edit 
the note in your favorite text editor.  Of course, for the note text to make any sense, make sure you save 
the notes with the Encoded checkbox not checked.  The notes are saved in the notebook directory for 
the notebook.  The notebook directory is the name of the notebook.  Within this directory is a sub-
directory called tabs.  All of the notes are saved in the appropriate tab sub-directory.  Find your notes 
and open them in a text editor if you like.  I would recommend only doing this for viewing and changing 
the text entry of a note. 
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1.13 My Notebook Application Shortcut 
 
You can add a shortcut to the My Notebook application to your Windows desktop.  An application icon is 
included in the distribution.  To do this right click on your Windows Desktop and select New and 
Shortcut.   
 
Use the following property value for the shortcut  Target value; 
"C:\Program Files (x86)\Java\jre7\bin\javaw.exe" -jar C:\temp\mynotebook\mynotebook-
dist\dist\MyNotebook.jar 
 
Make sure to update the location of your Java installation and the location of the MyNotebook.jar file. 
 
To set the icon, select the Change Icon button in the shortcut properties.  Search for and select the 
MyNotebook.ico file. 
 

1.14 Application Issues 
 
I hope you enjoy using the My Notebook application.  I’m certain the application has defects.  If you 
encounter an issue using the application, please let me know about it by sending me an email at 
charles_weddle@yahoo.com.   
 
Happy note taking! 
 
Charles. 

mailto:charles_weddle@yahoo.com

